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PRESIDENTõS COLUMN 
By Pat Segner  

Rev. Yielbonzie Charles Johnson ended his first wor-
ship service with us with words of John Dominic 
Crossan: 

The Kingdom of God comes not at some future time 
You cannot point out the sign of its coming 
The Kingdom of God comes not at some special site 
You cannot point out the sign of its coming 
The Kingdom of God is already here, among you, now. 
 
To this I add my own version of the Lord's Prayer 
taken from my study of Aramaic translations with 
Niel Douglas Klotz, PhD. 
 
Tune into the creative force of the Cosmos. 
Clear a space inside for "the I can principle" of the Universe. 
Ask for the best possible outcome for all. 
Unite all the forces within to a vision of passionate purpose and 
service to the good. 
May we have what we need in bread and insight for the call of 
growing life. 
Nay we forgive the knots between us.  Remember gratitude and 
generosity in our life. 
May we have the fortitude to take responsibility for our spiri-
tual growth and continue to pursue our individual truth and 
meaning.  Walk on our path with resolve and joy. 
May these words be the ground from which our actions spring. 
Amen 
 
In joy, celebration, and anticipation let us join in alli-
ance , freely given, with Rev. Yielbonzie Charles 
Johnson, to make our church community, "the freest 
place in the world". 
 
Peace and Love, 

Pat 
 

 

 

What actually makes differences? 
Last week at Community Church I got a notice about the 
reinvigoration of a Green Sanctuary Committee. It was wel-
come news  - I felt it would be a support to all of us to raise 
our consciousness about important issues for the church and 
the world. I appreciate the fact that the church makes it rou-
tine to recycle paper, glass and metals and that a group is 
committed to informing and challenging us about sustain-
ability issues.  
 

One day last week after leaving the church and dutifully 
dropping items at the recycling bins I walked home  to the 
complex of nearly four hundred apartments and townhomes 
that is my Chicago land village. Looking there for a place to 
recycle some of the cardboard from my move i noticed that 
there is not a single place in the complex where I might de-
posit recyclables. I figured that I could always bring my 
items to the church bin but I was nagged by the question of  
òWhat actually makes a difference?ó. Will my effort to get 
items recycled at the church make any difference in the lar-
ger scheme of things? Would it be more useful for me to try 
and influence the owners and managers of the 400 units 
where I live to support the thousand or more people here by 
making it a little easier to pitch in? 
 

Just as I was puzzling over this question I noticed a man in 
rubber boots with a spray nozzle attached to a yellow hose 
outside my window spraying the ground.  The next time his 
methodical pattern  came close to my door I stepped out 
and asked him what he was doing. òFertilizer and weed con-
trol!ó was his response. I wanted to ask him further ques-
tions but it was clear to me that his concern was doing and 
finishing his J-O-B.and not responding to my outrage 
 

I noticed that I was accustomed to controlling, like most of 
us, the important aspects in my private space ð the places we 
all call òhomeó, even church home. Why is it always harder 
to live our values in community than it is in what we call our 
personal realm? 
 

As a body I faith we must continue to be engaged in the 
question of what actually makes a difference in the world. 
Are some of our actions just designed to cover up the fear 
that what we do does not make a difference? 

 
 

What is my J-O=B here? What job be ours? 

 

What actually Makes a difference?  

MINISTERõS  COLUMN 
By Reverend Yielbonzie Johnson 



 Sunday Services 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

October 4th ñ òWhat Love Is Thisó :   In a recent 

conversation with a friend, I noticed they were talking 

about the òeroticó as if it were something other than a 

form of love.  I take it as an opportunity to view some 

classical and not so classical notions of love ñ òthe 

spirit of this churchó. 

October 11th ñ Sermon presented by Ed Loomis.  

October 18th ñ  òHellfire Nationó :  It is nearly a 
year since on outpouring of a diverse group of Ameri-
cans voted for òchange you can believe inó.  Since 
then, (and before then) some of the not-so-radical pro-
posals for change have been greeted with a resurgence 
of moral outrage from what might be called the 
RIGHT. Much of this is as American as hellfire and 

damnation. Weõll examine some of the roots of these 
recurring battles and ask what a progressive response 

might look like. 
 

October 25 ñ  Sermon presented by Dennis Fisher 

This Monday, our cat Timmy died unexpectedly. My husband and I 
found him paralyzed from the shoulders down shortly after the 
boys got on the school bus. We knew the prognosis was not good. 
Our three boys had never known life without Timmy, and their only 
losses up to this point had been a fish and a frog. Because Timmy 
had been fine when they went to school, it would have been ex-
tremely upsetting for them to come home and find Timmy gone. 
 
We decided to pick up the boys from school, take them to the vet 
with Timmy, and let them say good-bye. It was a surreal experience 
being suddenly thrown into sadness, grief, and trying to be a good 
parent to three sobbing boysðone minute, I had been sipping my 
morning cup of coffee, and about an hour later I was home with 
Timmyõs body wrapped in a blanket, waiting for burial under our  
backyard evergreen tree.  
 
Throughout this experience, I found myself noticing how various 
aspects of our familyõs UU experience and faith came into play as 
we dealt with Timmyõs death. We have attended UUCCPF for only 
two years, but already, I feel that the foundation the boys have de-
veloped is helping them grapple with Timmyõs death. When we 
were preparing to bury Timmy, the boys decided to make markers 
for the spot below the tree, òlike the ones in the woods around the 
church.ó  As we buried Timmy, they pointed out how the wriggling 
worms would eat Timmy and turn him into soilñand they were 
glad, not upset. As we ate lunch together later, Justin spontaneously 
said, òWe should light the chalice for Timmy this Sunday.ó I almost 
fell over, because thatõs exactly what I had been thinking! The chal-
ice-lighting ritual had become part of us.  
 
Since then, the boys have been discussing and trying to make sense 
of òwhereó Timmy is. The vet told the boys that Timmy was going 
to heaven, but they disagree about whether this is true. They ask 
about concepts such as òmemoryó and òspiritó and they wonder 
why Timmy had to die so suddenlyñcouldnõt he have lived just one 
more year?  I tell them what I believe about death, what other peo-
ple believe, and they continue to search. I am sure that the conver-
sation I hear as we drive around doing errands is just a small per-
centage of what is going on internally. I am impressed that the boys 
are searching, that they feel they have the right to ask questions, and 
most importantly, they feel they can form their own beliefs.  I watch 
and listen to our boys, and I feel profoundly glad that they have the 
principles and practices of Unitarian Universalism to guide and 
comfort them.  May we all appreciate what the UU faith and our 
church community has to offer our children, in both times of joy, 
and times of sorrow. 
 

Jodi Libretti, DRE  

Whatõs going  on in RE?       
Jodi Libretti,  Director of RE 

 

  Forums are resuming   
on Sundays  

11:30am  
after Worship Services 

 
October 4:  Community Sunday.  No Forum.  

October 11:  òWhat we can do about the U.S. Prison System?ó  Mike 

Polski, a frequent attendee of our worship services and movies, will 

present the work he and his friend Tony Rayson have been doing in in 

prisons in 40 states. 2.3 million people are locked-down in American. 

Thatõs one in every 135 citizens! ---far more than in any other country 

in the world.  The òPamphlets to Prisonsó program teaches the inmates 

history, economics, politics, self-awareness and betterment.  Come and 

learn of a program that gets profound words of thanks.  

 

October 18:  Topic to be announced and presented by Robin Barrett 

October  25:   Music film or speaker to be announced  



 

What is a family? 

How are families alike and 

different?  

 

The older RE students are 

exploring the concept of fam-

ily this semester, and they will 

create a photo documentary exhibit which we hope 

will show the diversity of families within our church. If 

you consider yourself a family, sign up to have 

your photo taken at one of four Family Photo Event 

sessions scheduled in October (Friday evenings, 10/9 

and 10/16 and Saturdays, 10/11 & 10/17). Sign-up 

sheets can be found on the RE bulletin board in the 

hallway  

Eddie Holstein   
at 

Edgarõs Place  
Coffee House  

SATURDAY OCTOBER 10 TH   AT 8:00 pm  

Admission:   $10/adults    $5/child  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed Holstein an immensely talented singer/songwriter 

in his own right, Ed Holstein has always lived in the 

shadow of his older brother, the late Chicago folk leg-

end Fred Holstein. But the  former co-owner of legen-

dary North Lincoln folk club Holstein's ñ and current 

Old Town School of Folk Music instructor ñ has nev-

ertheless enjoyed a four-decade-long career in   Chi-

cago's folk scene and earned a devoted following for 

his husky baritone, humorous stage banter, lovely 

original compositions, and killer Bob Dylan covers. 

 

Board Retreat 
 

There is a Board Retreat to be facilitated by                   

Rev. Yielbonzie Charles Johnson for Board members, 

Convener Council and Committee on Ministry         

scheduled for Tuesday  October 13. 

 

We will begin with  a potluck dinner at 6pm.   

 

Please join us. 

http://www.fredholstein.com/
http://www.oldtownschool.org/
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefM1PMZKmCwAEQSJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcWpidGtpBHBvcwM4BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1gas6u6i4/EXP=1254591925/**http%3A/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%


  Daytimer's  Book Group  

 

 

October    Selection: 

 

       ò  The Lincolns:  
Portrait of A Marriageò 

By David Mark Epstein (Suzie) 

 The next  meeting will be August 25th .  

The group usually meets  at 10:30 am the 

last Tuesday of every  month.      

FRIDAY COVENANT  
 

We invite everyone to join us for sharing and discus-

sion on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of every month from 

7-9 p.m.  During the first hour we go around our 

circle, each having the opportunity to talk about what 

is happening in our lives. The second hour we discuss a 

topic chosen by our group.  Come join us! 
 

October  9:  Alternative Healing:   
        Mind, Body and Soul  
 

October 23:  Finding Help for 
          Your Pain 

 

WEDNESDAY 
MORNING  

COVENANT 
GROUP 

 

We invite new conversation and socializing after 

the group. We meet on 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 

each month from 10a.m.to Noon. Bring a bag  

lunch for sharing and conversation.  

October 14 ñ  What Would You Do If You 

                 Won the Lottery? 

October 28 ñ  Definitions of a "good"  

                 retirement life  

 

 
 
 

Rainbow Cafe is a social event that  pro-
vides a safe and welcoming environment 
for single or partnered gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, and transgender adults and their allies, 
by creating a space where they are able to 

socialize outside of the usual bars. The 
Café is open every 3rd Saturday of the 
month from 7-9:30 pm here at UUCC.      

Next Café:  October 21st, 2009 

ñA Moment in  
Balanceò  

 

Karen Nielsen 
leads Yoga 
Classes Monday 
and Thursday mornings 
9:30a.m. ï 11a.m. and  on 
Wednesday evenings 7:30p.m.
ï 9p.m.  No reservations 
needed.  Drop in fee is $10 per 
class and the 6th one is FREE. 
For  information  (708) 755-3577 

Dances of  Universal 
Peace   are Circle, 

Meditative, Prayerful 
dances to the mantras 

from all World Religions.  They originated 
with Murshid Samuel Lewis, a Sufi 

teacher, in San Francisco in the late 
1960õs.  We  meet  from 4pm-6pm at the  

UUCC.  Nancy Pfalscfraft, a certified 
D.U.P  Teacher, is our primary leader. For 
info call  Pat Segner 748-2217   Next 

Dance:  October 11, 2009 4pm-6pm 

Inisght Meditation  
Mediation group  

 meets every  
Monday  from  

8p.m. to 9:30p.m. 
 in the Gathering Room.  It's a drop-
in group; come when you can.   Sit 
on chairs, couches, or bring your 
own sitting equipment.  Free to all.  

     UUCCPF Social Issues  
 

 òArlington Westò                       
Saturday                   

October 24          
       at  7:00 p.m. 

 

òArlington West"  This film looks at 
the emotional price of war through 
heartfelt    interviews with U.S. Sol-
diers and their    families. 

Come join the lively  
discussion following the film!   

Invite friends! 
Free popcorn, coffee, and tea. 
Optional:  Bring a snack or                 

non-alcoholic drink to share. 
Optional donations accepted                

and welcome. 

Green Corner  
  The average bathroom fau-
cet flows at a rate of two gal-

lons per minute. Turning off the tap 

while brushing your teeth in the 
morning and at bedtime can save 
up to 8 gallons of water per day, 

which equals 240 gallons a month  

UUCCPF on ENEWS 
 

Our congregation is invited to go to enewspf.com 

to read Gary Kopycinskiõs weekly news about Park 

Forest and the world.  We pay a fee to write about 

UUCC under òClubs and Organizationsó.  The col-

umn is  updated periodically emphasizing events 

open to the public.  Take a look and give me feed 

back and suggestions.  I would love help with the 

writing. 

               

Pat Segner 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY 

Everyone born in 
           October 

   

 

 

 

1 

9:30am, Yoga 

7pm Menõs Group 

2 

6pm, Family Fun Night 

3 

9am-12pm 

Yoga Workshop w/ 

Potluck 

4 
10am, Worship/ RE 

11:30 Community Sun 

      No Forum 

5 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

 

6 

7:30 pm Council Meeting 

 

 

  

7 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

8 

9:30am, Yoga 

 

 

 

 

9 

FamilyPicture Day 

7pm Covenant Grp 

 

10 

8pm, Edgar's Place 

11 

10am, Worship/ RE 

11:30, Forum 

Family Picture Day 

4-6pm, Dances of 

Univ. Peace 

 

12 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

13 

6pm, Board Retreat 

 

 

14 

10 am Covenant Group 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

 

 

15 

9:30am, Yoga 

7pm Menõs Group 

16 

Family Picture Day 

 

 

17 

Family Picture day 

7pm, Rainbow Cafe 

 

18 

10am, Worship/RE 

11:30am, Forum 

19 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

20 

 

21 

7:30pm, Yoga 

 

22 

9:30am, Yoga 

 

23 

7pm Covenant Grp 

24 

7pm, Movie Night 

25Newsletter 
Deadline 

 
10am, Worship/RE 

11:30, Forum 

 
 

26 

9:30am Yoga 

8pm Meditation 

 

27 
10:30am, Daytimer's 

Book Grp     

28 

10 am Covenant Group 

7:30pm, Yoga 

29 

9:30am, Yoga 

30 31 

 
Halloween 

Building Rentals 

The Board is in the process of 
reviewing building rental policy.  
Our present schedule is geared 
to one time rentals for a wed-
ding or a party. We would like 
to offer some rates for ongoing 
activities such as classes, etc.  
Our members are asked to pay 
a very modest rental fee if their 
activity does not relate directly 
to our church program.  If you 
have suggestions or questions,  
please talk with a Board mem-

ber.      

Benefit for Blair Krapf 

Sunday, October 11, 2009  

3-8 p.m. at 6119 W. 147th Street 

Oak Forest, IL At Gaelic Park 

Blair Krapf is only in her 50õs and is    

suffering from Early Onset Alzheimer's   

Disease.  She is now home with hospice 

services.  Blair and John Krapf have 

been  members of UUCC.  A benefit to 

help    with the mounting costs for her 

care     has been organized by friends.  

Donation: $20/advance; $25/at the door  

Cash bar.  Includes Dinner and Enter-          

tainment.  For tickets, information, or to 

make a donation, call: (708)969-5799 or        

(708) 912-6622. 

Breakfast at Kingsberry Waffle House 

Saturday, October 10th, 9:00 a.m. 

At the corner of Governor's Highway and 

Vollmer Road, Flossmoor. 

Everyone is welcome to join us for lively 

conversation and good food.  Come and 

socialize! 

Sponsored by the Membership Retention 

Committee.  Questions?  Call Gail Roy or 

Doris Knight.    We welcome suggestions    

for future events.   

PADS - This is an opportu-

nity for hands-on service to 

the homeless of our com-

munities--many of whom 

are also disabled and/or 

elderly. The UUCC team 

works the 2nd and 5th 

Monday night/Tues. morn-

ing of each month from 

Oct. - April.  A variety of 

time slots and jobs is 

available, and we are 

shorthanded!  Please con-

tact Joyce Semmler, Marilyn 

Ragland or the church 

office for information.  

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTb_szHMZKQMkAWgqjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBxY2RocXU0BHBvcwM2BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAwR5aXNmcgMx/SIG=1ivvmcbq7/EXP=1254583731/**http%3A/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimage
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Return Service Requested 

 Visit us on the web @ www.uuccpf.org 

Church Information     Office  Administrator 
70 Sycamore Drive                Evelia Lopez            
Park Forest, IL  60466       Office Hours: 
PHONE:  708-481-5339                             Monday ï Friday 
E-Mail   :  admin@uuccpf.org                    9am ï 1pm 
     Web  :  www.uuccpf.org      

            (Please note from time to time some office hours vary) 

 

Newsletter Deadline for November  is: October   25th 
 

*You can help save a tree and a stamp by simply picking up your  
newsletter or receiving it electronically via email.   


