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While teaching about religions practiced around the world, I have been struck by 

our childrenõs keen interest in ceremonies, rituals, and holy daysñthe special 

events that mark the passage of time in a year or in a personõs life.  For exam-

ple, while teaching the stories of the Old and New Testament, I brought in 

pictures of different types of baptism for a lesson about John the Baptist. The 

scenes of people of various ages being sprinkled with water or dunked in tanks, 

pools, and rivers, captivated the children.  My own kids practically begged, òCan 

we be baptized?ó   
 

Our RE students are learning that many cultures and religions have special cere-

monies to welcome a baby into the worldñfor example, Muslims have a cere-

mony in which the father whispers a prayer into a newborn childõs ear so that 

God is the first word heard. Sugar is placed on the babyõs tongue to ensure a 
sweet life, followed by prayers for the baby and family.  Hinduism, Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam all have rites of passage to mark the transition from 

childhood to adulthoodña ceremony that involves demonstrating knowledge of 

the sacred texts and a statement of oneõs beliefs and responsibilities toward the 

community.  
 

While having set rites of passages and ceremonies might seem constraining to 

some people, I believe that these special events can give a spiritual community a 

sense of rhythm and a way to mark the milestones of our lives. In my role as 

DRE and as a parent bringing up children in the UU tradition, I have wondered 

if we at UUCCPF would find value in making several rites of passage a standard 

part of what we do. Some UU churches have a Coming of Age program and 

ceremony for young people to mark the completion of eighth grade. (Evidence in 

the RE file cabinet suggests that our church did this at one time!) The UU 

church of Baton Rouge has an Age of Reason program and ceremony for 2nd and 

3rd graders.   
 

Rev. Yielbonzie is encouraging the leadership of the church to create a liturgical 

calendar, a schedule of special days of recognition and celebration. My goal for 

the RE program for the next school year is to create and set a time for one 

rite of passage for our youth. Because rites of passage involve a covenant or 

interaction between the young person and his or her church family, I would ask 

all of you to tell me what you would think would be a good starting place.  

What kind of ceremony or celebration would you be excited about adding to our 

church year? What kind of program could you support? (For example, Coming of 

Age programs involve a mentor for every student.)  
 

I will meet with the RE Committee in May, so please share your thoughts with 

me or any of the membersñ Robin Barrett, Jennie Bohlman, Irmgard Faulkner, 

Dan Feldt, and Jeff Green.  I look forward to adding to the richness of our UU 

community and worship tradition.  

Whatôs going  on in RE?       

Jodi Libretti,  Director of RE 

"Let yourself be silently drawn by the strong pull of what you 

really love.  Let the Beauty you love be what you do."   Rumi 

 

"God is in the details."   Ludwig Mies Van derRohe 

 

"The Devil is in the details"  Anonymous 

 

Our Pledge Drive is in progress.  Whatever the totals 

are I wish us to be empowered by our MISSION and 

do positive thinking with our budget for 2010 to 

2011  A loving community is more than the sum of its 

parts but, it is also a dynamic organism that grows and 

changes.  We need to be both speculative and practi-

cal.  We need to think of theology but we also desire 

action.  I hope and pray, as we come together in groups 

to work for UUCC in the coming year, we are driven by 

our MISSION for a stronger religious community and a 

more noticeable presence in the south suburbs.  I envi-

sion all of us working together for love, harmony and 

beauty in our community and the universe.  

Come to our Board and Convener Council with your 

thoughts, ideas, and even complaints/questions. 

 

"For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there 

am I in the midst of them."  Matther 18:20 

When we gather together to do good for our church 

community or others, love, service and gratitude are 

among us and within us. 

 

In Peace and Love,  Pat 

 
Pat 

PRESIDENTõS COLUMN   

By Pat Segner   



The Work In Our Hands 
 

ñEverybody that knows these two arms knows very well that I did 
not need to go into the streets and kill a man or try to take money.  I 
can live by my two hands and live well.  But besides that, I can live 
even without work with my hands for other people.  I have had 
plenty of chance to live independently and to live what the world 
conceives to be a higher life than to gain our bread with the sweat 
of our brow. Οò - Bartolomeo Vanzetti ï sentencing statement, 1927 
 

Several weeks ago the Pledge Drive task force was  considering 
the theme of this yearôs canvass, IN OUR HANDS.   Different mem-
bers of our group spoke their  associations with the theme. The 
possibilities in our hands included: the long term future of the 
church, the immediate future of the church and the care for the 
members and friends of the community.  One of our group then had 
a one word response which really got my attention; WORK.  ñI as-
sociate what is IN OUR HANDS with work.ò 
 

Immediately I had my own associations with the word work; remem-
bering how much we heard an appropriate concern in the last presi-
dential election about the middle class. Why did we hear so little 
about a working class or even the working poor?   What has the 
functioning of this society always required some group of people at 
the bottom who are exploited for their labor whether enslaved Afri-
cans, European immigrants, women or Latinos who have been re-
cently targeted by legislation in Arizona?   Why does the achieve-
ment of the American dream for some require a new group of peo-
ple at the bottom to do the mythological work ñno one else wants to 
do?ò   
 

What does it take for a community of people, even a global commu-
nity, to move beyond the rhetoric of ñall work has dignityò to a reality 
affirmed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?  People 
everywhere work in dangerous, exploitive, demeaning situations  
because they must for their own survival and that of their families. 
In such a world, I asked, what is the work of the church? 
 

We are now approaching the end of the In Our Hands pledge drive 
and preparing for the annual meeting of the congregation which 
establishes the priorities for next year. What is the work of your 
church? The answer to this question is in your hands! Be engaged. 
Communicate your preferences to your board, the church council 
and other church members and friends.  Celebrate the freedom and 
privilege you have to shape the church community and be a posi-
tive presence in the larger community.  
 

And finally, please take a look at the website http://archive.uua.org/
worshipweb/calendar/ where you will find a Unitarian Universalist 
Liturgical Calendar. The celebrations and observances you choose 
for next year should represent what you consider to be the work of 
the church and our mission to children , youth, families, elders and 
all. 
 

See you in church,  

Yielbonzie 

MINISTERõS  MESSAGE   

By Rev. Yielbonzie Charles Johnson  

 

The Canvass Team is pleased to make this prelimi-
nary report two weeks into the annual pledge drive.   
 

As of April 26, 51 members and friends have made 
pledges totaling about $70,000 to be contributed to 
the 2010-2011 operating budget. 
 

If you have not yet made a pledge,  please call the 
church office.  A canvasser will contact you.  A com-
prehensive report from the canvass team will be 
available at the annual congregational meeting on 
Sunday, May 23rd. 
 

Thanks to all those who have made their commit-
ment to our financial well-being.   Your generosity 
has the power to change and inspire.  
 
What a wonderful gift! 
 

Karin Gerson 
 

Seventh Principle Green Sanctuary Committee 
 by Robin Barrett 

 
This tree hugging eco-feminist is feeling sublime.  I am so 
jazzed that our church board has approved the placement of 
Beyond Pesticides "No Pesticide Zone" sign on the prop-
erty.  Several people have already asked me how they could 
get a sign for their homes. Let's all chant.........."critical mass, 
critical mass, critical mass 
 
I met so many dedicated local green activists at Earth Day 
Celebrations here in the South Burbs.........Park Forest Aqua 
Center, Irons Oaks and Thorn Creek.  We have such a re-
source at our fingertips.   
 
Dave Ward, who works for parks and recs led a very interest-
ing nature walk.  Did you know that Butterfield Creek that runs 
on the church property is an ancient dividing line between 
prairie and woodlands?  He has agreed to do a "walk about" 
of our property to point out the native vegetation and share his 
knowledge of geographical history.  
 

 Please let us know if you would like to participate.  We 
viewed "Garbage Warrior" at April's Social Justice Movie 
Night.  Rent it from Netflicks, show it to your kids, invite the 
neighbors.  
 

 "It is all about opening up your mind"....Gene Dooley. 

http://archive.uua.org/worshipweb/calendar/
http://archive.uua.org/worshipweb/calendar/


Matt Levy  
 

One of our newest members is Matt Levy, who with his wife 

Tracey, joined UUCC in January 2010.  He and Tracey live in Olympia Fields 

with their two children, Madelyn (age 4) and Chase (age 1).  Matt is a 

native Chicagoan, who grew up on the city's south side.   With a degree 

in electrical engineering from Southern University in Baton Rouge Louisiana, 

Matt's now runs his own computer-engineering firm with Tracey.  An avid 

traveler, Matt has many interests, including snowboarding, paintball, video 

games, football, cars, motorcycles, and science fiction.  
 

Though he attended Catholic schools as a child, Matt's religious background 

is Unitarian Universalist. His family attended First UU in Hyde Park. How-

ever, after college, he lost interest in formal services and probably still 

would not be attending church if it weren't for his children.  He and 

Tracey feel it is important for Madelyn and Chase to experience religious 

education as part of their spiritual development.  So, after going back to 

First UU (where neither of them felt comfortable) and visiting several other 

churches, Tracey did an Internet search and found UUCC.  
 

Matt feels welcome here and enjoys our welcoming approach to spiritual 

exploration.  He disapproves of people who judge others because of their 

beliefs.  He has a belief system that works for him, and though he would 

probably still be okay with not attending formal services, he feels UUCC is 

a place where his family's needs can be met.  We're honored to welcome 

Matt and his family to our family. 

TRACEY LEVY 

 

     In January 2010, Tracey Levy joined our UUCC community.         

      She and her husband ,Matt, run their own computer engi-

neering firm, and live in Olympia Fields with their two children Madelyn 

(age 4) and Chase (age 1).  Born in Vicksburg, Mississippi, Tracey attended 

Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where she graduated with a 

degree in electrical engineering, and where she met the man who would 

become her husband. She moved to our area in 2001, earned a Master's 

degree in computer science from DePaul University, and worked for IBM.  

Now, she really enjoys the challenges of working for herself.  When she 

isn't working, Tracey enjoys listening to many different kinds of music, 

drinking tea, and spending time with her husband and children. 

Tracey comes from a Southern Baptist, evangelical religious back-

ground.  Though her father and several of her brothers are ministers, she 

found herself questioning the sometimes negative and exclusionary tenets of 

that belief system.  Her husband suggested she consider Unitarian Universal-

ism, and took her to his home church in Hyde Park.  She didn't feel com-

fortable there, but learned about UUCC after an Internet search of other 

UU churches.  She says she likes the loving, non-judgmental, openness of 

this community, and the religious education program it provides for her 

children.  We are glad Tracey has found a comfortable place for spiritual 

exploration, and that UUCC is that place. 

New Members 

Help Needed in Kitchen 
Additional help is need in the kitchen, especially for clean up, as 

Rosalie Cramer, our Kitchen Goddess, is dealing with leukemia 

and chemotherapy.  Please volunteer. 

Sunday Worship Service 
May 2nd:                 The Fruits of Our Labor 

International Workers Day Observance 

òWhen you shall eat of the fruit of your hands, You will be happy and 

it will be well with you.ó -  Psalm 128.2 

Rev. Yielbonzie Charles Johnson 

With Jim Saul 

reflections from a 1930s union family 

May 9th:  Sermon by Ed Loomis 
 

May 16th:   

What We Owe Each Other 

Rev. Yielbonzie Charles Johnson 

With Jennie Bohlman 

 reflections on The Four Agreements (Ruiz): 

 
Be impeccable with your word. 

Don't take anything personally. 

Don't make assumptions. 

Always do your best. 
 

May 23rd:  Chris Usseryð Singing and Storytelling 
 

May 30th:      Mmemories (honoring loved ones and veterans) 

 Sunday Forums at 11:30am.  

 

   May 2nd:  Community Sunday, no Forum. 
 

   May 9  Monica Regan will lead a discussion 

"Mothers'   Day" discussion on being mothers and 

having mothers. 
 

May 16   Bev Feldt will conclude her series on music with a focus on 

"story telling" in music.   
 

May 23  Annual Congregational Meeting, no Forum.  
 

May 30  The book "Angel of Death Row Angel" is a powerful and per-

sonal description of the professional life of Flossmoor lawyer Andrea 

Lyon.  In it Ms. Lyon explains the pressures in the legal system that 

make it possible to get false convictions when a murder has oc-

curred.  She will share her experiences defending clients likely to be 

sent to "Death Row".  She also will be available after the program to 

autograph copies of her book.   

 Sunday Services 



FRIDAY COVENANT  
 

We invite everyone to join us for sharing and discus-

sion on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of every month from 

7-9 p.m.  During the first hour we go around our 

circle, each having the opportunity to talk about what 

is happening in our lives. The second hour we discuss a 

topic chosen by our group.  Come join us! 
 

 May 14th:      Three places I'd like to go. 
 
May 28th :    Current educational trends. 

 

WEDNESDAY 
MORNING  

COVENANT 
GROUP 

 

We invite new conversation and social-
izing after the group. We meet on 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays each month from 
10a.m.to Noon. Bring a bag  lunch for 
sharing and conversation.  
 

May 12th:  Wise Sayings 
 
May  26th:  Our experiences with 
               loving nature 

 

 

Rainbow Cafe is a social event that  pro-
vides a safe and welcoming environment 
for single or partnered gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, and transgender adults and their allies, 
by creating a space where they are able to 
socialize outside of the usual bars. The 
Café is open every 1st Saturday of the 
month from 7:30-9:30 pm.  
             Next  Café:  May 1st, 2010 

ñA Moment in  
Balanceò  

 

  Karen Nielsen  
 leads Yoga Classes 

Monday and 
Thursday mornings 9:30a.m. 
ï 11a.m. and  on Wednesday 

evenings 7:30p.m. ï 9p.m.  No 
reservations needed.  Drop in 
fee is $10 per class and the 6th 
one is FREE . For  information  (708) 

755-3577 

Dances of  Universal Peace   
are Circle, Meditative, 

Prayerful dances to the man-

tras from all World Religions.  

They originated with Murshid 

Samuel Lewis, a Sufi teacher, in San Fran-

cisco in the late 1960õs.  We  meet  from 

4pm-6pm at the  UUCC.  Nancy Pfalscfraft, a 

certified D.U.P  Teacher, is our primary 

leader. For info call  Pat Segner 748-2217 .   

Next dance:  May 16th, 2010 

     UUCCPF Social Issues  
 

"Capitalism:  A Love Story"   

  

   In "Capitalism: A Love        

Story" Michael Moore exam-

ines the impact of corporate dominance  on 

the everyday lives of Americans.  The film 

explores the question, "What is the price 

Americans pay for its love of capitalism?  

"Capitalism: A Love Story" also presents 

what a more hopeful future could look 

like.       2009.      (2 hours, 7 minutes.) 

 

Free popcorn, coffee, and tea. 

Optional:  Bring a snack or non-alcoholic 

 drink to share.   

Join in the lively discussion!   

Invite friends! 

Optional donations accepted and welcome. 

Green Corner      

*A refrigerator built 20 years 

ago uses 70% more energy 

than today's energy -efficient mod-
els. ( Environment Canada, 2007 )  

UUCCPF on ENEWS 
 

Our congregation is invited to go to enewspf.com to 

read Gary Kopycinskiõs weekly news about Park Forest 

and the world.  We pay a fee to write about UUCC under 

òClubs and Organizationsó.  The column is  updated 

periodically emphasizing events open to the public.  

Take a look and give me feed back and suggestions.  I 

would love help with the writing.                 Pat Segner 

           Third Friday                         

 Drum Circle - 

The circle is held the third 

Friday of each month 7-9pm.  

Come enjoy the soothing therapeutic effect of 

our open drum circle.  Drumming is fun and 

good for you.  Connect with the Spirit in a 

way that can't be  described in words.   Come 

out and get your rhythm on!  Reconnect with 

the Pulse of the Universe! 

The circle is "zero level," requiring no ex-

perience.  Please bring a drum if you have 

one.  We will have a small selection of com-

munity drums just in case.   

A $10 love offering is requested.   We plan 

to add drums with the proceeds of 

the offerings.  Please be generous! 

Science and Religion:  Can They Relate 

to Each Other? 

 You are invited to join our discussions, 
beginning in late winter/early spring, 
during a six-session course that will ex-
plore different facets of this great 
òconflictó that looms over us.   

For more information, please contact 
Yielbonzie,    Leonard Kirchner or Bruce 
Swiecicki. 

Choir  

Rehearsals  

Continueï  

Come one and all! 
 

Choir rehearsals continue on  First and 
Thrid  Sundayôs (unless otherwise                 
requested) from  8:30a.m and all are wel-
come .  Performances will also be  limited to 
the  First and Third Sunday services.  If you 
should have any questions, please contact 
Amanda at  708-798-9776, or  email at  

xemintpadi@aol.com.   

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair-airpur/Taking_Action/Individuals/Compiled_List_of_Quick_Facts-WS2309FEF9-1_En.htm
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://flrainbow.org/images/circle%2520drum.jpg&imgrefurl=http://flrainbow.org/&usg=__WMxjYsOWI-ANcbi7XAmWgtAkc6w=&h=688&w=478&sz=53&hl=en&start=54&itbs=1&tbnid=qCMiKAzmSfjOFM:&tbnh=139&tbnw=97&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddr
http://us.mc1112.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=xemintpadi@aol.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

      1 

9am-12, Dreamworks 

1:30pm, Science & 

Religion 

7:30pm, Rainbow Café 

2 

10am, Worship/ RE 

11:30,  Comm. Sun.  

       No Forum  

 

3 

9:30am, Yoga 

7:30pm, Meditation 

 

4 

7pm Council Meeting 

5 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

 

6 

9:30am, Yoga 

7pm Menõs Group 

 

7 

6:30pm.,Family First 

Friday 

 

8 

 

9 

10am, Worship/RE 

11:30am, Forum 

 

10 

9:30am, Yoga 

7:30pm, Meditation 

11 

7pm, Special Board Mtg. 

12 

10am, Covenant Group 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

 

 

13 

9:30am, Yoga 

 

14 

7pm Covenant Grp 

 

15 

9am, Dreamworks 

 

16 

10am, Worship/RE 

11:30am, Forum  

4-6pm, Dances of 

Univ. Peace 

 

17 

9:30am, Yoga 

7:30pm, Meditation 

 

18 

7:30pm, Board Meeting 

 

 

19 

7:30pm, Yoga 

 

 

20 

7pm, Menõs Group 

9:30am, Yoga 

 

21 

7-9pm, Drumming 

Circle 

22 

7pm, Movie Night 

23  
10am, Worship/RE 

11:30, Congreg. Mtg., 

No Forum 

30 

10am, Worship/RE 

11:30am, Forum 

24 

9:30am, Yoga 

7:30pm, Meditation 

 

31  Memorial Day 

9:30am, Yoga 

7:30pm, Meditation 

25    Newsletter  

        Deadline 
 

 

26 

10am, Covenant Group 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

27 28 

7pm Covenant Grp 

29 

Rental 3pm-7pm 

Seventh Principle Green Sanctuary Committee  
by Robin Barrett 

 

We have been inquiring of those who might know about our use of 
pesticides on our outdoor green spaces and it seems that we do 
not use any.  Our committee is submitting a request to the board 
to place a small "Pesticide Free Zone" lawn sign in the front of 
church.  The sign was purchased from Beyond Pesticides, a non-
profit organization that educates and works on legislation in the 
area of toxins.  Wouldn't it be great to see the south burbs filled 
with these cute Lady Bug signs instead of those tiny white ones 
with green printed warnings.   
  
During a typical year in neighborhoods across the country, over 
102 million pounds of pesticides are applied in the pursuit of a 
perfect lawn and garden.  This figure is up from 90 million in 2000 
despite the increasing body of evidence of public health and envi-
ronmental consequences.   
 
You can order your own personal sign from Beyond Pesticides 
info@beyondpesticides.org.  Their mailing address is 701 E. 
Street SE #200, Washington, DC 20003.  Their telephone number 
is 202 543 5450.  Please see the hall bulletin board for The Na-
tional Declaration on the Use of Toxic Lawn Pesticides. 

And now we will count to twelve 

and we will all keep still.. 

For once on the face of the earth 

let's not speak in any language, 

let's stop for one second, 

and not move our arms so much. 

It would be an exotic moment 

without rush, without engines, 

we would all be together 

in a sudden strangeness. 

Fishermen in the cold sea 

would not harm whales 

and the man gathering salt  

would look at his hurt hands. 

Those who prepare green wars, 

wars with gas, wars with fire, 

victory with no survivors, 

would put on clean clothes 

and walk about with their broth-

ers 

in the shade, doing nothing. 

 

If for once we could do nothing, 

perhaps a huge silence 

might interrupt this sadness  

of never understanding our-

selves 

and of threatening ourselves 

with death. 

 

Perhaps the earth can teach us. 

 

Now I'll count up to twelve, 

and you keep quiet and I will go. 

 

(Excerpted from Pablo Neruda, 

in honor of the 40th anniversary 

of Earth Day) 

Namaste, 

Irmgard, Dick, Jeff and Robin 

http://us.mc525.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=info@beyondpesticides.org
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://a.media.community.abcfamily.go.com/images/american-flag-1%255B1%255D.jpg&imgrefurl=http://community.abcfamily.go.com/images/g3mma42/american-flag&usg=__VI8hcMXFYNRI-qhckuL9E4HTChs=&h=535&w=500&sz=193&hl=en&st


Unitarian Universalist 

 Community Church 

70 East Sycamore Drive  

Park Forest, IL  60466-2600 

 

Return Service Requested 

 Visit us on the web @ www.uuccpf.org 

Church Information     Office  Administrator 
70 Sycamore Drive                Evelia Lopez            
Park Forest, IL  60466       Office Hours: 
PHONE:  708-481-5339                             Monday ï Friday 
E-Mail   :  admin@uuccpf.org                    9am ï 1pm 
     Web  :  www.uuccpf.org      

            (Please note from time to time some office hours vary) 

 

Newsletter Deadline for June  is: May 25th   
 

*You can help save a tree and a stamp by simply picking up your  
newsletter or receiving it electronically via email.   

 


