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Minister’s Column
Rev. Yielbonzie Charles Johnson

In the beginner's mind there are many possibilities. In the expert's mind there are few.
Shunryu Suzuki

Every Sunday morning when we gather for worship we repeat the affirmation that begins, “Love is the
spirit of this church, And service is its prayer.” We recite it as a community while the children, youth and
their teachers are together with the rest of us. Many of you know it by heart.

Because some of you are freed from the printed words in the program you may have noticed that 1 occa-
sionally stammer over the affirmation. 1t is not that | have any trouble with love or service or truth —
that is, no extraordinary trouble. It is that 1 was imprinted with a somewhat different covenant in my first
years of ministry at Church of the Restoration. The covenant that 1 learned by heart was arranged by Uni-
versalist minister L. Griswald Williams and appears in the hymnal under covenants as #471. 1t reads:

Love is the spirit of this church,
The quest for truth is its sacrament,
And service is its prayer.

To dwell together in peace,

To seek knowledge in freedom,

To serve human need,

To the end that all souls may grow into harmony with the Divine —

Thus do we covenant with each other and with God.

Now the truth is that we did not recite the covenant exactly as composed. We inserted a “Thus do we
come into community” in the gap between the stanzas after prayer and before to dwell We eliminated the
last sentence preferring harmony with the Divine to the G word.

Do not worry. | am not proposing that we change the Affirmation or that we scrap the current covenant
of the congregation. 1 am reminding us that the power of a covenant is not necessarily in its exact wording
but in the living of its meaning. Is it a path with heart? 1 am also reminding us that every Unitarian Uni-
versalist congregation harnesses the power of covenant AND mission by working it out together. 1 have
witnessed you experience the power and the joy of this. Ok, 1 also hear some grumbling. The important
thing is that we continue to remember the sacramental nature of our quest for truth in all its possibilities
— that we continue to seek the truth in love.

This quest is present in the Unitarian Universalist practice of life span religious education. It is present in
the upcoming Science and Religion Seminar, in the second Dreamwork course, in the World Religions cur-
riculum that Jodi is leading for children and youth, in the continuing work of the Green Sanctuary com-
mittee and in the regular work of the Board and Convener Council its stewardship of the communities
gathered resources. It is present in the care with which you tend to each others’ joys and sorrows.

See you in church
Yielbonzie

There is no “The End” to be written, neither can you, like an architect, engrave in stone the day the gar-
den was finished; a painter can frame their picture, a composer notate their coda, but a garden is always
on the move.

Mirabel Osler



http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/32854.html

Sunday Services

President’s Column
Pat Segner

Over the last three Sundays my heart has been overflow-
ing and my steps dancing as I left church after our wor-
ship services.

At the beginning of February Rev. Yielbonzie gave an
inspiring sermon on the courage to create. Sun sparkled
on our snowy trees and Rev. Yielbonzie challenged us to
think "what you would want if guaranteed success."
What would you want for your own life path and for our
Unitarian Universalist community. The choir added
beauty with their music.

The next Sunday Rev. Yielbonzie reminded us, "there's
always something left to love."The quartet was magnifi-
cent and Amanda Thomas sang a beautiful solo by Jo-
hannes Brahms.

My worship experience was rounded out by Donita
Vanderspiegel's provocative sermon, "Where Soul Meets
Body" on Feb. 21st. Good advice not to force apart the
physical and the spiritual. She mentioned that we all live
our lives in stories. What story do you want to tell about
our church community? Is it time to tell a new

story? Mies Van Der Rohe famous architect, is pur-
ported to have said, "God is in the details." What are
your details about the future of our church?

In Appreciation and Anticipation, Pat

A true community begins in the hearts of the people in-
volved. It is not a place of distraction but a place of be-
ing. It is not a place where you reform, but a place to go
home to. In community it is possible to restore a suppor-
tive presence for one another, rather than distrust of one
another or competitiveness with one another. What is
good about being together with each other is that we can
be the starting point for the possibility of building a lar-
ger community.

Malidoma Patricia Some from "Ritual (Power, Healing,
and Magic)"

Sundays in March

March 7th:  First Win, Then Play by Yielbonzie
Charles Johnson with Karin Gerson
March 14th :

Sermon by Tricia Alexander

March 21st: A Beginner’'s Mind by Yielbonzie Charles
Johnson with Beverly Feldt

March 28th: Sermon by Dave Matteson.

Forums
March 7th: Community Sunday, no Forum.

March 14th Ghana-American Artist Mohammed Musa
will demonstrate some of the process he uses in continu-
ing his father 6 sHewilstvwd
his art, tell us something about its creation, and sell his
art to the congregation. He has agreed to give 20% of
what he sells to the church.

March 21st: What we can learn from Ancient
Greece0 Dave Matteson t ol
back. He wi | | briefly men
Ancient Greeks offer us, and will use his photographs
(projected) to illustrate two values of classical Greek
society that our own society fails to honor: worshiping
many fAGodso, and cel
can discuss the pros and the cons of these values.

e

March 28th: Bev Feldt will continue her series on "folk"
music.
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In Our Hands

Plans are underway and hopes are running
high for Pledge Drive 2010/2011. This Spring
event is a celebration of our community of
faith and an opportunity for members and
friends to commit to its future. This year’s
theme is “In Our Hands”. Please save these
two dates!

April 17th:  Fellowship Dinner
April 18th: Pledge Sunday

The Fellowship Dnner will begin at 6:30 pm.
1t will bring us together for food and celebra-
tion. Pledge Sunday will be an opportunity
after the worship service to make a commit-
ment of your intended contribution to our
budget for the coming fiscal year. We look
forward to seeing you.
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Director of Religious Education
Jodi Libretti

Surfing the internet in search of information on the Marwood
Dunes UU Camp, I came across a wonderful sermon given by
Rev. Alan Taylor at the Oak Park Unity Temple in 2005. (I’ll

Science and Religion

give you the website address at the end of this column so you The . n e w 9 Sa t urday F C
can see the connection with Marwood Camp.) The sermon ex- Religiond6 will begir
plores the question, “How do we provide our children with the at10 a.m.

ift of faith?” . .
%ecause he expressed my own thoughts so much better than I'm This twdhour program W”_I be h(?|d Qn al- _
sure I could, I asked Rev. Taylor’s permission to share these ternate Saturdays and will begin with p dis-
excerpts with you: cussion led by Bruce Swiecicki entitlef,
Anlf anything is at the cent eﬁ(scolf eonucre ?gwqdﬂlon@&?lgéigtllq
of Unitarian Universalist theology, it is the transformational armony. o
powerlof Zove.. ]_Jet me repeat that more clearly: at the cente{” of Everyone and their friends are welcore to
our faith tradition is the transformational power of love. It is 2.

ironic that in the seven principles of Unitarian Universalism participateRe c o mme nd e d r €a
forged twenty years ago, love is not mentioned. This is why the Language of Godd |by
seven UU principles are not enough. If in our classrooms, there ] ]

is no invocation, reference, or stories about the transforma- For more information, contact

tional power of love, then we are failing to provide our children Bruce at 818069 0 3 5. 6
with a foundation for theirl—ea+t+h——>=o

Al still believe in Santa Claus, perhaps not as |
but I believe in the generosity and kindness of love. I believe

love can multiply and be shared all around the world, that it

spontaneously regenerates, that when you give | ove,
l ose it, and when you receive it, you donodt take it
it just grows and growsé.

il é6d |i ke to suggest a similar development of bel i e
may call God, Spirit of Life, or Higher Power. If we come to
cherish an examined faith, what we learn about the creator of
the universe as a child wondét be the same beliefs \
throughout our livesé When children get ol der they
lieve other things, yet many grow up with a faith that there is a
spirit of generosity in the human hearté. o

And so, our Words of Affirmation, which begin, “Love is the
spirit of this church ...” may well be the most important state-
ment we make each Sunday. Our young people hear those
words, they know those words, many of them say those words.
My wish is that each child who spends time at our church will
experience those words as reality and be transformed by the
spirit of love.

Now, to learn about Marwood Camp, a boy named Billy, and
the power of love, go to:
http://www.unitytemple.org/services/sermons/2005/
AGiftofFaith.htm. Enjoy!



http://www.unitytemple.org/services/sermons/2005/AGiftofFaith.htm
http://www.unitytemple.org/services/sermons/2005/AGiftofFaith.htm

New Member

New Member

Roger Campbell

Roger Campbell recently became a member of our
family. After growing up in Crete, where he current
sides, Roger attended college in Washington, D.C.
earned his Master's degree in Germany where he 4
teach English until he returned to the U.S.

Since then, he has worked with a fair housing prog
Washington and with international students in Los

A competitive runner, he has completed four marat
and continues to train like any serious athlete. A se€

described oOavid travele
ing ostuffoé in favor of
pl ace heds never been.

However, Roger has his priorities in order. Though
enjoyed his work with students, he left it to move b
lllinois to assist his parents. His current problem is
work in academia in the Chicagoland area during tf
rent economic downturn, but he remains optimistic

In fact, he says that coming to UUCC helps him ma
positive outlook. Our services leave him feeling "re
His first religion was Lutheran, but his brother, who
convinced him to check out a Unitarian church. R0
wants "fresh, genuine" spiritual situations. He want
with people who care about the greater community
would like to volunteer his efforts to that end. He w

church that is "welcoming" and "friendly." He belie\

found all that here at UUCC. So, with our friendlies
we welcome Roger to UUCCPF

Cidney Smith

JI%\J_qi\)%cember 2009, Cidney Smith formally join
¥F CE community. A resident of Frankfort, s
en. he, .
L %rai i Chicago but has come to our area fron
WeStern suburbs. She has also lived in Los A
Miami, and New York. Though currently work
[athdrestaurant industry, Cidney has experienc
:I;gglﬂassistant and as a performer in professiq

Qh&ater.
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tgironeg)ly comes from adenomenational, born
m‘a ahin Christian background and still considers
fg brc_ga Christian with respect to her belief in C
't gchings. However, being UU gives her the
to explore a diversity of beliefs. She enjoys b
SPPRE Who can carve out their own spiritual p
¥8hean come together to share a Sunday exp

idhatpridges all their differences.

& woman of many interests like quantum phyd

5| @aBeing, reading, and martial arts, Cidney brin
MEgifts to our UUCC family.
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Free Movie & Discussion
"Garbage Warribr
Saturday, March 27, 7:00 p.m.

Shot over 3 years in the U.S., India, and Mexic
"Garbage Warrioro tel
Michael Reynolds, who, for over 30 years, has
ing trash and building homes that are totally se
taining for power, water, and sewage, thereby &
ing "Earthship Biotecture" and self sufficient co
ties.

Free popcorn, coffee, and tea.
Optional:Bring a snack or malcoholic drink to
share. Join in the lively discusswit@ friends!

Optional donations accepted and welcomg
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March 2010
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6
9:30am, Yoga 7pm, Convener | 7:30pm, Yoga 9:30am, Yoga 6pm, Family First| 7pm, Rainbow C4
7pm, Meditation | Meeting 7pm, Men|FadayGr p

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

10am, Worship/ | 9:30am, Yoga 10am, Covenant | 9:30am, Yoga 2-5, Bldg. rental

RE 7pm, Meditation Grp 7pm, Covenant 6pm, New Mem-

11:30am, No 7:30pm, Yoga grp ber Dinner

Forum, Commu-

nity Sunday

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

10am, Worship/ 9:30am, Yoga 7:30pm, Board St . P 9:302m,yYoga 7pm, Drumming | Spring Begins

RE 7pm, Meditation | Mtg 7:30pm, Yoga Circle

11:30am, Forum

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

10am, Worship/ 9:30am, Yoga 10am, Covenant | 9:30am, Yoga 7pm, Covenant 7pm, Movie Night

RE 7pm, Meditation Grp arp

11:30am,Forum 7:30pm, Yoga

28 29 30 31

10am, Worship/ | 9:30am, Yoga 10:30am, Day- 7:30pm, Yoga

RE 7pm, Meditation | timer’s Book grp

11:30am, Forum,

WEDNESDAY AM Covenant Topic FRIDAY PM Covenant topics

March 10th:

Hope

The Pentagon has as many as 1000 bases in

March 12: Charity & Generosity
March 26:What am | willing to do?
What would | never do?

other countries, maintaining these bases leaves
a gigantic carbon footprint (sending troops to
and from). The U.S. armed forces consume
about 14 million gallons of oil per day. Peace-
makers are often assumed to be naive dream-
ers. Given the environmental circumstances,
however, a timely end to war is not naive, but
necessary. The Earth can no longer afford
war."

- submitted by Judy Gleitsman
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