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òAnticipate the good so that you may enjoy it!ó     Ethiopian proverb 
 

Amidst the many symbols and rituals of the month just past and the time to come I am meditating on the image of the 
Roman God Janus ð the god of gates and doors. The god is depicted as having two heads, one facing the past and the 
other the unknown future. When next we meet we will be in another year 2010 AND another decade. It is a good 
time to take account of all that is our lives. There are many blessing abounding around and through Community 
Church that evoke a grateful heart. 
 

The whole month of December brought many gifts. The original play authored by RE Director Jodi Libretti, sup-
ported by all the RE teachers and parents and performed by the children (from toddlers to teens)  was a welcome 
example of what church at its best can be ð a multigenerational, multicultural celebration of the riches of embracing 
diverse religious traditions. The photo documentary exhibit about òFamilyó  also reminded us that the RE program is 
a real strength of the church and a key to its future. Thanks to all involved.  
 

A special thanks to the Bohlman/Hurtubise family for making a gift of additional hymnals to accommodate our grow-
ing numbers of friends and visitors on Sunday morning. The goal of providing a quality experience of live music at 
our services is enhanced by pianist Chris Ussery and choir director Amanda Thomas who have embraced their new 
roles with gusto and joy. To these and all the worship assistants, sextons and town criers, let us all give thanks. 
 

I have been spiritually moved by the members of the church who join with each other once a month to provide ser-
vices to our homeless sisters and brothers. On the days when we are responsible for staffing the PADS shelter I have 
awakened at 2:30 AM to join Marilyn, Darlene, Joyce, John, Bruce, Karin, Monica and others in this act of solidarity 
with òthe least of these.ó I pray that our direct service continues to guide us in the directions of establishing a more 
just community. 
 

Last week at the PADS shelter I noticed that several of the men had brought their pads out into the foyer of the 
church in spite of the fact that there was plenty of room in the main hall. It occurred to me that the real reason was 
not having more space to sleep. They were probably closer to each other in the small foyer. The foyer, however, was 
warmed by the glow of lights from the Christmas tree. It dawned on me that these men, like you and me, want to be 
close to the light;  there at the foot of two shining trees: memory of the past, hope for the future, one more shining 
winter night. 

 

Thanks to all of you who brought family and friends to the Christmas Eve service and for introducing me to them. As 
we face 2010 let us resolve to continue to share the riches of Community Church with friend and neighbors. After all 
that candle lighting it is wise to remember the gospel wisdom: 

òNo one, after lighting a lamp, puts it away in a cellar nor under a basket, but on the lampstand, so that 
those who enter may see the light.ó 
 
 

Let it shine, shine, shine! 
See you in church, 
 

Yielbonzie 

MINISTERõS  COLUMN  

By Rev. Yielbonzie Charles Johnson  



 Sunday Services 
Sunday Worship Service  

 

January 3rd "͖What Is Spiritual Growth?" by Rev. Yielbonzie Charles John-

son, with Marilyn Ragland as worship associate.  In this first service of 2010 

I will begin with the assumption that  all the resolutions we made or did 

not make  are indicative of our individual and collective spirituality.. Let us 

celebrate the opportunities ahead of us by defining and then making some 

connections between spirit, growth and culture.  
 

January 10th:  Dare Alla Luce by Dennis Fisher.  The blurb is The new year 

is a blank slate. What we choose to write on that slate is entirely up to us. 

What will you write? 
 

January 17th:  òService: Giving Life The Shape of Justiceó Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day Observance by Rev, Yielbonzie Charles Johnson with Dick Humbert, 

worship associate.  Harvesting more wisdom  from the life and service Mar-

tin King,  this Sunday we hear from member Dick Humbert about  the Red 

Squad, the secret police group which infiltrated churches, including UUCC, 

that were committed to the peace movement.  How can we be of service to 

justice and peace today? 
 

 

January 24th:  Sermon by Colin Kirchner.  Title:  To Be Announced. 
 

January 31st:  Sermon title to be announced.  

PRESIDENTõS COLUMN 
By Pat Segner  

 

As I was walking through the wonderful candlelight labyrinth* last 

Sunday the line of a Sufi prayer reverberated in my mind.  "Disclose 

to us the divine light that is hidden in our souls so we may know and 

understand life better." 

May you find, in this time of seasonal business, a moment to go 

within to renew and refresh yourself in whatever way pleases you - 

prayer, meditation, massage or bubble baths.  Believe me, a time 

apart renews your hope for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 

For the New Year we are gearing up for MISSION - PARTICIPA-

TION SUNDAY on Feb. 7, 2010.  At a Congregational Meeting, 

11:45 AM, we will focus on crafting a new MISSION statement for 

our church.  Essentially a MISSION statement is a concise wording of 

how we want the outside community and ourselves to view our 

church.  Preparatory work will be done with groups within the 

church before we come together on Feb. 7th.  Rev. Yielbonzie will 

help facilitate this process. Begin to think what you want our church 

to be.  We have the energy to make our vision happen. 

   May the Blessings of the Holiday Season surround you, 

   And give you a Joyous New Year. 

   May Peace abide with you. 

   And Love illuminate your hear  

   Now and forever more. 

                                  (A Segner interpretation of Sufi Blessing) 

 

In Joy, Gratitude and Anticipation,  Pat 

*Thank you to Andy Stevens, Barb Morris and their  helpers 

for a memorable event.      

 Sunday Forums at 11:30am.  
 

January 3rd:  Community Sunday.  No Forum 

January 10th:   "Involving Youth in Justice Decisions." 

Mary Terese Fazzini  will explain the Neighborhood Restorative Justice Media-

tion Project. Mary is currently the Peer Jury Coordinator for the Homewood-

Flossmoor  program, which operates under the auspices of the Homewood, 

Flossmoor, East Hazel Crest and Glenwood Police Departments.  She has 30 

years of paralegal experience and special training in victim/offender confer-

ences and  is a member of the Illinois Youth Court Association Advisory 

Board.  She hopes to initiate similar youth projects in Park Forest and 

nearby area. Our UUCC youth are welcome to join this meeting  
 

January 17th:  "How can we help our children face the violence of our 

World?"   Discuss this difficult issue with us.  The recent hate crime against 

a gay activist (in the US territory of Puerto Rico) participated a discussion 

of this issue among Rev. Yielbonzie Johnson, Jodi Libretti (RE director), 

Jennie Bohlman and Dave Matteson (teachers in RE). Together we will share 

concerns and suggest guidelines for what we say or don't say in front our 

UUCC children.   

 

January 24th :  Continuing the Singer-Songwriter Series Funny Stuff.  Take a 

break from the Winter blues with this collection of humorous and satirical 

songs from Tom Lehrer, Christine Lavin, John Forster, and other hilarious 

folks.  Led by Bev Feldt. 

 
January 31st:  Topic to be announced. 

 

Our Capital Fund Needs You 
 

     With the chill of winter now upon us, you will be pleased to know that a new 

furnace has been purchased and installed in our church to keep us warm.  That is 

the good news.  The not so good news is that the cost of the new furnace dropped 

our Capital Fund balance to zero.  From now to the end of January 2010 we have 

set a goal to raise $3000 to pay for much needed repairs to windows in the Minis-

ter's office and Classroom I. 

     The Board of Trustees asks members and friends to renew their support of this 

fund which provides for the long term care for our facilities.  Contributions large or 

small can be placed in the Sunday collection plate or sent to the church office.  All 

contributions should be labeled Capital Fund donation.  We must ensure the future 

of the one building we all call our home. 
 

With grateful thanks, 

Rich Treptow 

Treasurer 



UNITARIAN  HAPPENINGS!!  

 

     Green Sanctuary Committee  

 

 May be the blessing of light be on you, light 

without and light within.  May the blessed sunshine 

shine on you and warm your heart till it glows like a 

great peat fire, so that the stranger may come and warm 

himself in it, and also a friend.  

 

 And may the light shine out of the two eyes of 

you, like a candle set in the shadows of a house, begging 

the wanderer come in out of the  storm, and may the 

blessings of the rain be on you,ɭthe soft , sweet rain.  

May it fall upon your spirit so that all the little flowers 

may spring up and shed their sweetness on the air.   

And may the blessings of the Great Rains be on you, 

may they beat upon your spirit and wash it fair and 

clean, and  leave there many a shining pool where the 

blue of heaven shines, and sometimes a star. 

 

Namaste 

Robin 

Soup Kitchen 
Fundraiser for PADS  

(with optional donations  
for Respond Now) 

Sunday, January 3, 2010 
11:30 a.m.  

 

Volunteers are needed to bring soup and brunch foods. 
 

Helpers are needed for set-up and clean-up. 
  

Please sign up on the snack table. 
 

Checks are to be made out to UUCC. 
 

The money collected for PADS  (Public Action to De-
liver Shelter) will be used  by our Church cook team to 

buy food when we cook  and serve the homeless, ap-
proximately $200  on each of four dates).  

 

Optional checks to UUCC marked Respond Now on the 
memo line will be sent to Respond Now, our local agency 

Our Office Administrator, Evelia Lopez, has had serious health 
concerns over the past months.  Therefore, office hours are 
sometimes changed.  If Evelia can, she will put a note of the 
office door at church as to her schedule. 
 
Evelia will try and return any message left on our church phone 
before 7pm on the day the message was left.  If  our 
òimprovisedó system breaks down please call Pat Segner at 708-
748-2217 or Joyce Semmler at 708-798-0392. 
 
We appreciate your cooperation and patience. 
 
Pat Segner, 
President Board of Trustees 

THANK YOU to our Religion Education Director, 
Jodi Libretti for writing and directing the Childrenõs 
Holiday Play òWhatõs burning?ó.  We have also          
enjoyed the Family Photo Documentary Exhibit.  

Edgarõs Place  
Presents 

 

Innisfree and  

Glenn Ayre  

 

February 13th, 2010  

At 8pm  
 

(More details to come!) 

Science and Religion:  Can They Relate to Each Other? 

A controversial issue of our day is whether or not   
religion is still relevant during these times of tremen-
dous advances in scientific fields ranging from       
molecular biology and the genetic code of life to the 
secrets of the universe revealed through studies of the 
cosmos.  

Has knowledge gained through the scientific method 
replaced the need for humanity to rely upon a god or 
religion for answers to the great questions of life?  

 You are invited to join our discussions, beginning in 
late winter/early spring, during a six-session course 
that will explore different facets of this great 
òconflictó that looms over us.   

For more information, please contact Yielbonzie,    
Leonard Kirchner or Bruce Swiecicki. 
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  Daytimer's  Book Group  

  

The next  meeting will be January 

26th.   The group usually meets  at 

10:30 am the last Tuesday of every  

month.      

FRIDAY COVENANT  
 

We invite everyone to join us for sharing and discus-

sion on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of every month from 

7-9 p.m.  During the first hour we go around our 

circle, each having the opportunity to talk about what 

is happening in our lives. The second hour we discuss a 

topic chosen by our group.  Come join us! 
 

January 8th:  Goals 
 
January  22nd:  Favorite Books 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 
MORNING  

COVENANT 
GROUP 

 

We invite new conversation and social-
izing after the group. We meet on 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays each month from 
10a.m.to Noon. Bring a bag  lunch for 
sharing and conversation.  
 

January 13th:  Rev. Yielbonzie as guest.  
          Spiritual Path 

 

January 27th:   Getting Along With  
             People We Love  

 

 

Rainbow Cafe is a social event that  pro-
vides a safe and welcoming environment 
for single or partnered gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, and transgender adults and their allies, 
by creating a space where they are able to 
socialize outside of the usual bars. The 
Café is open every 3rd Saturday of the 
month from 7-9 :30 pm.  
             Next  Café:  January 16th 

ñA Moment in  
Balanceò  

 

Karen Nielsen 
leads Yoga 
Classes Monday 
and Thursday mornings 
9:30a.m. ï 11a.m. and  on 
Wednesday evenings 7:30p.m.
ï 9p.m.  No reservations 
needed.  Drop in fee is $10 per 
class and the 6th one is FREE. 
For  information  (708) 755-3577 

Dances of  Universal Peace   
are Circle, Meditative, 

Prayerful dances to the man-

tras from all World Religions.  

They originated with Murshid 

Samuel Lewis, a Sufi teacher, in San Fran-

cisco in the late 1960õs.  We  meet  from 

4pm-6pm at the  UUCC.  Nancy Pfalscfraft, a 

certified D.U.P  Teacher, is our primary 

leader. For info call  Pat Segner 748-2217 .  

Next dance:  January 10th, 2010 

     UUCCPF Social Issues  
 

" Made In America: 
Bloods and Crips"   

  
Director Stacy Peralto (Dogtown and Z 
boys, Riding giants) brings his trademark 
dynamic, visual style and storytelling      
ability to this often ignored chapter of 
America's history.  Hard-hitting, yet ulti-
mately hopeful, the movie documents the 
evolution of the Bloods and Crips from 
positive social clubs to the gangs responsible 
for 15,000 murders. 
  
Insight into how  this continuing tragedy 
might be resolved is offered by current and 
ex-gang members, community leaders and 
elected officials. 

Green Corner  
  Turn it down when you 
head out of town.  Most tank 

water heaters have a temperature 

dial with a spot  marked Vaca-
tion' (closer to the 'Warm' end of 
the dial). Turn the dial to there 12 

-24 hours before  you leave on va-
cation -  there's usually enough 

heat left in the tank for one last 
shower or load of dishes before 
you go. (The longer you can wait 

before turning it back up when you 

get back, the better!  

UUCCPF on ENEWS 
 

Our congregation is invited to go to enewspf.com to 

read Gary Kopycinskiõs weekly news about Park 

Forest and the world.  We pay a fee to write about 

UUCC under òClubs and Organizationsó.  The column 

is  updated periodically emphasizing events open to 

the public.  Take a look and give me feed back and 

suggestions.  I would love help with the writing. 

               

Pat Segner 

           Third Friday                         

 Drum Circle - 

The circle is held the third 

Friday of each month 7-9pm.  

Come enjoy the soothing therapeutic effect of 

our open drum circle.  Drumming is fun and 

good for you.  Connect with the Spirit in a 

way that can't be  described in words.   Come 

out and get your rhythm on!  Reconnect with 

the Pulse of the Universe! 

The circle is "zero level," requiring no ex-

perience.  Please bring a drum if you have 

one.  We will have a small selection of com-

munity drums just in case.   

A $10 love offering is requested.   We plan 

to add drums with the proceeds of 

the offerings.  Please be generous! 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY  

Everyone born in January  

     1 

Happy New Year! 

2 

9am-12pm, Dreamwork 

3 

10am, Worship/ RE 

11:30,  No Forum 

Soup Kitchen Fund-

raiser 

 

 

4 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

 

5 

7:30 pm Council Meeting 

 

6 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

 

7 

9:30am, Yoga 

7pm Menõs Group 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

7pm Covenant Grp 

9 

9am-12pm, Dreamwork 

10 

10am, Worship/RE 

11:30am, Forum 

11 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

12 

 

13 

10am, Covenant Group 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

 

 

14 

9:30am, Yoga 

 

15 

7-9pm, Drumming 

Circle 

 

 

16 

7pm, Rainbow Cafe 

 

17 

10am, Worship/RE 

11:30am, Forum 

4-6pm, Dances of 

Univ. Peace 

 

18 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

MLK,Jr. Day 

19 

7pm, Board Meeting 

20 

7:30pm, Yoga 

 

21 

9:30am, Yoga 

7pm Menõs Group 

22 

7pm Covenant Grp 

23 

 

24 
10am, Worship/RE 

11:30, Forum 

 
31 

10am, Worship/RE 

11:30, Forum 

25 
Newsletter  
Deadline 
9:30am Yoga 

8pm Meditation 
 

26 
10:30am, Daytimer's 

Book Group 

27 

10am, Covenant Group 

7:30pm, Yoga 

28 

9:30am, Yoga 

29 30 

 

Building Rentals 

The Board is in the process of review-
ing building rental policy.  Our present 
schedule is geared to one time rent-
als for a wedding or a party. We 
would like to offer some rates for on-
going activities such as classes, etc.  
Our members are asked to pay a very 
modest rental fee if their activity does 
not relate directly to our church pro-
gram.  If you have suggestions or 
questions,  please talk with a Board 

member.      

Respond Now thanks you very  
 much for your generous support!    

 

Respond Now thanks you again for giving food for our 
pantry!   We  continue to have large groups at Respond 

Now needing emergency  help.   

We can always also use personal items like shampoo, 

razors, toothpaste,  toothbrushes,  deodorant, soap, etc.  

 In case you  didn't know,  Respond Now gives emergency 
help to people being  put out of their apartments or homes 

and people having their lights,  gas, or electricity about to 
be shut off, if they are out of work, sick, or  have some 

other emergency.   In addition, we help them get 
LINK  cards or food stamps, get dental or eye care, and 

counsel them  about local employment agencies.    Thanks 
again for your help!                                      Suzie Brown 

DREAMWORK:  
What You Donõt Knowñ
Working With Dreams 

In Community  

 

An Adult Religious Edu-
cation Series with Rev. 

Yielbonzie 
 

 Saturday AM  sessions:  
9AM  until Noon  

 

 January 2nd and 9th 
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Return Service Requested 

 Visit us on the web @ www.uuccpf.org 

Church Information     Office  Administrator 
70 Sycamore Drive                Evelia Lopez            
Park Forest, IL  60466       Office Hours: 
PHONE:  708-481-5339                             Monday ï Friday 
E-Mail   :  admin@uuccpf.org                    9am ï 1pm 
     Web  :  www.uuccpf.org      

            (Please note from time to time some office hours vary) 

 

Newsletter Deadline for February  is:  January 25th  
 

*You can help save a tree and a stamp by simply picking up your  
newsletter or receiving it electronically via email.   


