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The mother said: Come now, say your prayers. 
Donôt fall asleep.  
You canôt leave praying 
     til tomorrow.  
Smiling then, the child began: ñOur Father  
Who art in heaven, Hallowed by they name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth 
As it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
    daily breadé.ò 
Stopping here, the boy fell silent 
Beneath the weight of the sobs he tried to 
choke  
    in vain.  
But why did the childish eyes 
Fill suddenly with tears as he knelt 
before his mother, praying to our Lord?  
-- It was night. Everywhere the lights  
      
   were going out. 
Once more overwhelmed with heavy cares 
His father had brought home no bread. 
    The child had no more faith.  
 
 Massillon Coicou  (1865-1908) ï Haiti  
   ñThe Lordôs Prayerò 
 

May we all take a thought to remember that the faith 
we have, we gained in relationship to the care of oth-
ers. Let us give thanks that when we had the blinders 
lifted form our eyes we found what might be called a 
faith deeper than faith that also was held by the hand 
of another ï even if for a while we seemed to walk 
alone. Let us give thanks for the families, communi-
ties and beliefs which sustain us and which 
strengthen our bond across all borders. All around us, 
life is dying and life is being reborn.  
 
In appreciation for our blessings and generosity, may 
we also be more responsive to our real needs and the 
needs of those with whom we share this life and 
planet. 
 
 Yielbonzie 
 
 
 

MINISTERõS  MESSAGE   

By Rev. Yielbonzie Charles Johnson  

"What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters 

compared to what lies within us."        Ralph Waldo Emerson 

I think Emerson's words can also apply to a church commu-
nity.  At UUCC we have the creative potential to make our 
church what we want it to be.  On Feb. 7th we come to-
gether, in a congregational meeting, to craft a concise MIS-
SION statement.  In two to three sentences we will present 
how we want people outside of the church to view us.  
Hopefully, you have already filled out a survey form or will 
do so soon.  Your ideas are our building blocks. 

 

Go even beyond the MISSION statement to ask yourself 
what do I want my church to be - to offer - to give in terms 
of professional ministry, worship services, music , religious 
education, social justice programs, out-reach activities, small 
group ministries, adult education, and social activities for the 
coming year and two to three years down the road.  Our po-
tential is enormous.  Your generous giving and participation 
in our March PLEDGE DRIVE will make our vision a real-
ity next year. 

 

GOOD NEWS:  New people are joining our church.  In the 
last six months we have had seven new members and their 
families join UUCC.  We are being led by a wise and compas-
sionate minister who preaches a great sermon.  We have an 
energetic choir directed by an enthused Amanda Thomas .  
We enjoy incredible piano playing by Chris Ussery.  Our RE 
director, Jodi Libretti, is doing a wonderful job with all our 
kids from pre-school to teens.  Adult education classes in 
Dream Work and Science/Religion are in full swing.  Thanks 
to Andy Stevens a monthly drumming circle has been added 
to our other programs of Men's group, Dances of Universal 
Peace, and Buddhist meditation. 

 

Where does your vision for UUCC go?  What do you want to 
add or change?  Together we have the potential to make it 
happen.  We need to speak up and reach out, not let our-
selves be afraid of our powerful possibilities and great poten-
tial as a religious community. 

 

Hold fast to dreams for if dreams die life is a broken-winged 
bird that can not fly. 
Hold fast to dreams for when dreams go life is a barren field 
frozen with snow.   
    Langston Hughes 
In Fellowship and Hope,   

Pat 

PRESIDENTõS COLUMN   

By Pat Segner   



 Sunday Services 

Sunday Worship Service 

 

February 7th:  The Courage to Create  by Rev. Yielbonzie Charles Johnson with Susie Brown - Ingathering of New Members 
 

òThe history of the world is the history not of individuals, but of groups.ó   W.E.B. DuBois 
 

òthe best things come, as a general thing, from the talents that are members of a group; every person works better when they have companions working in the 

same line....ó           Henry James 

 

February 14th:   òThere Is Always Something Left To Loveó  by Reverend Yielbonzie Charles Johnson with a vocal solo by Amanda Thomas  Inspired by the words 

of Chicago native Lorraine Hansberry - this sermon attempts an honest embrace of true love.   

 

February 21st:    Sermon by Donita Vanderspiegel.  Title to be announced.  

 

February 28th:   Sermon by Robin Barrett.  Title to be announced.    

 

 

 

Why World Religions?  
 

The focus of this semesterõs curriculum for our elementary and upper-grade RE 

students is World Religions. A few Saturdays ago, I visited the mosque of the 

American Islamic Association in Frankfort in order to prepare for a field trip we 

will be taking there in May. On that day, one of the very involved members of 

the mosque, Khalid, was doing a presentation for a confirmation class of 7th and 

8th-graders from a nearby Methodist church. Khalid had brought along his three 

children and had invited two high school students from the mosque. The Muslim 

kids and the guests had Dunkin Donuts and juice as we watched a PowerPoint 

presentation in the downstairs banquet hall. While Khalid very clearly explained 

the beliefs and practices that are unique to the beautiful and rich religion of 

Islam, he also went to great lengths to point out the similarities between Chris-

tianity and Islam. (My favorite comparisonñan image of young Muslim women 

wearing headscarves beside an image of Catholic nuns wearing habits.) After the 

presentation, we went to the prayer hallñmales through one door, females 

through anotherñto learn about the practice of daily prayer. Then we all sat 

in a circle for a Q&A time. Khalid told the confirmation class, òYou can ask me 

anything. I donõt get offended by any kind of question.ó  
 

Throughout the morning, I sensed that Khalid desperately wanted the guests to 

see Islam in a positive lightñto see that it based on loved for God and oth-

ers, and that it is not a weird, scary, or exotic religion. I sensed a hope that 

his children would be viewed as òregularó kids, valued as members of a diverse 

community, and that they would be able to be proud of who are they are. I 

drove home from the mosque feeling especially glad that the study of many 

religious traditions is a cornerstone of UU religious education. While there are 

many benefits to learning about world religions, I think there are three reasons 

we Unitarian Universalists should make the study of other faiths an imperative 

for our young people.   

 

Understanding builds tolerance and a willingness to protect the religious freedom 

of others. This was a finding of 2006 study conducted by the First Amend-

ment Center on a world religions course started in the Modesto public 

schools. (Modesto is the only school district in the country that mandates 

a world religions course for high school graduation.) Speaking about faith-

based bullying, one Modesto student said, òIf some of my friends are 

talking about someone and saying, ôWow thatõs weird,õ now I can jump in 

and say, ôActually, this is why he does that.ó   
 

Knowledge is necessary in order to develop oneõs personal spiritual beliefs.  UUs 

honor each individualõs personal search for truth and meaningñand that 

includes our kids. Developing oneõs own spiritual path is often a process of 

sifting through the ideas and beliefs we find in other religions. A study of 

world religions gives our young people plenty of òbig ideaó material to 

ponder.  
 

Develop a deeper understanding and appreciation of Unitarian Universalism. At 

the mosque, Khalid asked the Methodist kids, òSo, what is confirmation?ó 

There was a stunned silence as I think the kids realized that they didnõt 

really know. One outcome Iõm hoping for during our study of world relig-

ions is that our RE students will come away knowing more about UUõism 

as they compare and contrast our faith with others. For example, when 

our kids learn that daily prayer (actually 5 daily prayers) is a pillar of 

Islam, I hope they will  ask, òWhat do UUõs believe about prayer?ó I truly 

believe that when we attempt to understand others, we learn more about 

ourselves.  

 

Our church is made up of people with diverse spiritual beliefs and many differ-

ent upbringings and backgrounds. If you would like to contribute in any way to 

the World Religions program this spring (and I believe, through the summer), 

please let me know!  

 

In peace,  

Jodi Libretti 

 

Whatõs going  on in RE?       
Jodi Libretti,  Director of RE 



New Member ANDREW KATTI  
 

Drew Katti, a resident of Muenster, recently joined our UUCC family.  

A teacher of chemistry and engineering at a local university, he heard 

about us through a friend.  That led him to check us out on the Inter-

net, and he really liked our website.  In fact, he indicated that though 

there are Unitarian churches geographically closer to his home than we 

are, he picked us because our website suggests that we are an active 

and welcoming congregation.   
 

Drew has an intriguing religious background.  Though originally a Hindu, 

he attended a Presbyterian church for a good part of his childhood. 

That caused him to begin looking for churches that would more com-

fortably allow him to maintain his Hindu beliefs while exploring other 

religious philosophies.  Eventually that led him to Unitarian Universalism 

and participation in other UU congregations over the years.  
 

Now, he has a seven-year-old daughter named Jodi.  He wants her to 

explore a variety of religious views through what he calls a "secular 

R.E.," but he also wants her to be part of what he calls a "healthy" 

religious community - a socially active, friendly, and accepting congrega-

tion.  He thinks he has found that at UUCC. Like all those of us who 

have come to the UU church from other religious backgrounds, Drew 

desires a new way to explore life's mysteries and challenges. We wel-

come him to our community as he continues that journey. 

New member FRANCESCA FRANZE 
 

Francesca Franze, a resident of Matteson, has officially joined our UUCC 

community.  Already employed in the accounting field, she is currently 

working toward an accounting degree at Robert Morris College.        
 

Her decision to join our church developed over a period of several years.  

After attending a concert in our building, she noticed our Famous UU's 

poster on the wall, and was intrigued by the number of intellectually 

gifted persons on it.  That led to a Sunday service visit during Randy 

Becker's tenure, which she enjoyed because she said it blended the inspi-

rational with the intellectual. Later, she returned during Ana Levy-Lyons 

ministry looking for a strong religious education program for her now 

fourteen-year-old son Jacob.         
 

Francesca's spiritual journey began in Catholicism.  However, she stopped 

going to mass at an early age when the struggle between the old and the 

new (traditional "Latin" Catholicism versus Vatican II Catholicism) caused a 

lot of tension in her church.  She tried again when Jacob was small, but 

discovered that she didn't want to be limited to one traditional monothe-

istic belief.  Now, she feels very comfortable at UUCC because our services 

draw from many religious philosophies.  She enjoys our church and the 

interesting people in it, and we are glad she has found a church home 

with us. 

 Sunday Forums at 11:30am.  
 

February 7th:  Congregational Meeting.  No Forum 

February Forums for will be announced in the        

         Announcement section of our Order of Service.  

UNITARIAN  HAPPENINGS!! 

 Dream Work Workshop Attendees 
"Carl Yung and the Symbolic Life, 

Thusday, March 4th, 2010  

 

Lucy Klein (a former psychotherapist) and Arlo Compan, who 
are both Jungian analysts will give a lecture on Carl Jung, who 
studied dreams.  This program is sponsored by Potpourri, 
which offers programs at the Park Forest Village Hall 
(temporarily) at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday mornings.  This should 
be quite interesting to those who attended the Dream Work 

Edgarõs Place  
Presents  

 

Innisfree and  

Glenn Ayre  

 

February 13th, 2010 At 8pm   
 

Two great Celtic bands for the price of one!  
Innisfree and Glen Ayre will be sharing the stage for the 
first time here at Edgar's.  Don't miss what will sure to 
be an unforgettable evening with 7 fine musicians and 
some of our favorite music.  
 

Admission: $10 adult; $5 Child  

 
Edgar's Place Coffee House is a fundraiser for the 

 Unitarian Universalist church of Park Forest. 

The Next Step in our Capital Fund                     
 

     The Board of Trustees has approved a contractor to do the much 

needed repair of the windows in Classroom 1 and the Ministerõs office. 

     We now ask Memberõs and Friends to renew their support of the Capital 

Fund which makes building improvements possible.   Contributions large or 

small can be placed in the Sunday collection plate or sent to the church 

office.  All contributions should be labeled Capital Fund donation.  We must 

ensure the future of the one building we all call our home. 

 

With grateful thanks, 

Rich Treptow 

Treasurer 



  Daytimer's  Book Group  
 

 òStones For Schoolsó                                        

By Greg Mortensen 

This book is part 2 to  òThree Cups Of Teaó  

The next  meeting will be February 23rd.  

The group usually meets  at 10:30 am the 

last Tuesday of every  month.      

FRIDAY COVENANT  
 

We invite everyone to join us for sharing and discus-

sion on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of every month from 

7-9 p.m.  During the first hour we go around our 

circle, each having the opportunity to talk about what 

is happening in our lives. The second hour we discuss a 

topic chosen by our group.  Come join us! 
 

 February  12:     Technology 
 
February  26:     My family history 
 

 

WEDNESDAY 
MORNING  

COVENANT 
GROUP 

 

We invite new conversation and social-
izing after the group. We meet on 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays each month from 
10a.m.to Noon. Bring a bag  lunch for 
sharing and conversation.  
 

February 10th :    Weather Stories:    
                Good & bad 

 

February 24th :  The Most Impor-
tant Thing I want People to Know 
About Me   

 

 

Rainbow Cafe is a social event that  pro-
vides a safe and welcoming environment 
for single or partnered gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, and transgender adults and their allies, 
by creating a space where they are able to 
socialize outside of the usual bars. The 
Café is open every 1st Saturday of the 
month from 7:30-9:30 pm.  
             Next  Café:  February 6th, 2010 

ñA Moment in  
Balanceò  

 

Karen Nielsen 
leads Yoga 
Classes Monday 
and Thursday mornings 
9:30a.m. ï 11a.m. and  on 
Wednesday evenings 7:30p.m.
ï 9p.m.  No reservations 
needed.  Drop in fee is $10 per 
class and the 6th one is FREE. 
For  information  (708) 755-3577 

Dances of  Universal Peace   
are Circle, Meditative, 

Prayerful dances to the man-

tras from all World Religions.  

They originated with Murshid 

Samuel Lewis, a Sufi teacher, in San Fran-

cisco in the late 1960õs.  We  meet  from 

4pm-6pm at the  UUCC.  Nancy Pfalscfraft, a 

certified D.U.P  Teacher, is our primary 

leader. For info call  Pat Segner 748-2217 .   

Next dance:  February  21st, 2010 

     UUCCPF Social Issues  
 

"Food, Inc."   
Saturday, February 27,  2010 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Food, Inc. lifts the veil on our nation's food 
industry, exposing how our nation's food sup-
ply is now controlled by a handful of corpora-
tions that often put profit ahead of consumer 
health, the livelihood of the American farmer, 
the safety of workers and our own environment.  

 

 Food, Inc. reveals surprising ð and often 
shocking truths ð about what we eat, how it's 
produced and who we have become as a nation. 

 

Free popcorn, coffee, and tea. 
Optional:  Bring a snack or non-alcoholic drink 
to share. 
Join in the lively discussion!  Invite friends! 
Optional donations accepted and welcome. 

Green Corner      

  Electric dryers account for 5 to 
10% of residential energy con-

sumption. Using cold water will save 
close to 85% of the energy and dollars you 

use on washing. 

UUCCPF on ENEWS 
 

Our congregation is invited to go to enewspf.com to 

read Gary Kopycinskiõs weekly news about Park Forest 

and the world.  We pay a fee to write about UUCC under 

òClubs and Organizationsó.  The column is  updated 

periodically emphasizing events open to the public.  

Take a look and give me feed back and suggestions.  I 

would love help with the writing.                 Pat Segner 

           Third Friday                         

 Drum Circle - 

The circle is held the third 

Friday of each month 7-9pm.  

Come enjoy the soothing therapeutic effect of 

our open drum circle.  Drumming is fun and 

good for you.  Connect with the Spirit in a 

way that can't be  described in words.   Come 

out and get your rhythm on!  Reconnect with 

the Pulse of the Universe! 

The circle is "zero level," requiring no ex-

perience.  Please bring a drum if you have 

one.  We will have a small selection of com-

munity drums just in case.   

A $10 love offering is requested.   We plan 

to add drums with the proceeds of 

the offerings.  Please be generous! 

Choir  
Rehearsals  
Continueï  

 
Come one and All! 

 

Choir rehearsals continue on  First and 
Thrid  Sundayôs (unless otherwise                 

requested) from  8:30a.m and all are wel-
come .  Performances will also be  limited to 
the  First and Third Sunday services.  If you 
should have any questions, please contact 

Amanda at  708-798-9776, or  email at  
xemintpadi@aol.com.   
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http://us.mc1112.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=xemintpadi@aol.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

2 

Election Day 

7:30 pm Council Meeting 

3 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

4 

9:30am, Yoga 

7pm Menõs Group 

5 

6:30pm.,Family First 

Friday 

 

6 

7:30pm, Rainbow Cafe 

7 

10am, Worship/ RE 

11:30,  No Forum 

11:45am, Congrega-

tional Meeting  

4pm, Play rehearsal 

 

 

8 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

 

9 

 

10 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

10am, Covenant Group 

 

11 

9:30am, Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

7pm Covenant Grp 

13 

9am-1pm, Yoga Work-

shop  

8pm, Edgarõs Place 

14 

10am, Worship/RE 

11:30am, Forum 

Valentineõs Day 

 

15 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

16 

7:30pm, Board Meeting 

 

17 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

 

 

18 

9:30am, Yoga 

7pm, Menõs Group 

 

19 

7-9pm, Drumming 

Circle 

 

 

20 

2-6pm, RE kids & fami-

lies cook for PADS 

 

 

21 

10am, Worship/RE 

11:30am, Forum 

4-6pm, Dances of 

Univ. Peace 

 

22 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

 

23 

10:30am, Daytimerõs 

Book Group 

24 

Newsletter  
Deadline 
7:30pm, Yoga 

 

 

25 

9:30am, Yoga 

 

26 

7pm Covenant Grp 

27 

7pm, Movie Night 

28 
10am, Worship/RE 

11:30, Forum 

 

      

                      IN MEMORY                                                                                              

Emily Meter, an active member of UUCC from about 1973 to 

1980, died peacefully Dec. 14, 2009, surrounded by friends 

from North Shore Unitarian Church of Deerfield, IL.  Emily 

was born Mar. 11, 1935. She and her husband Don (who 

preceded her in death) were married in 1961 at the First 

Unitarian Society of Madison WI. She received a Masters in 

Nursing and worked as a public health nurse most of her 

career, and as a paramedic while they lived in University 

Park. She is survived by sons Eric Meter (Associate Minister, 

1st UU of Columbus OH), and Glenn & his wife Jenifer of 

Austin TX. Emilyõs memorial and 75th birthday celebration 

(at her request) will be held on Saturday Mar. 13th at 2 

p.m. at North Shore Unitarian Church, 2100 Half Day Road 

(IL Route 22), Deerfield.   Contributions in her memory may 
be made to American Civil Liberties Union; or The National 
Museum for Women in the Arts, Washington DC; or Oglala 

Lakota College Nursing Department, Kyle SD 

CMWD District Assembly Annual Sermon Contest ñ Deadline : February 26, 2010  
 

Announcing...the 6th Annual Central Midwest District UUA sermon contest!  

 

Sunday, May 2, 2010 hundreds of Unitarian Universalists will gather at the District Assembly 

Worship Service at the Westin Chicago North Shore in Wheeling , Illinois . This year, the 

preacher could be you! Full details are on announcement on Church Hall bulletin Board. 

 

Weõre looking for your best sermon on our theme, Becoming a Religion for Our Time.  

Some questions to consider---  

· What are the pressing spiritual needs and questions you see today?   

· What does Unitarian Universalism uniquely offer in responding to these needs? 

  How can congregations effectively promote the message of UU and its values? 

 ·What are successful strategies for reaching the unchurched and those seeking a     

new religious affiliation?  
 

 Meredith Beckman 

2010 District Assembly Sermon Contest 

3937 Regent St 

Madison , WI 53705   
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Unitarian Universalist 
 Community Church 
70 East Sycamore Drive  
Park Forest, IL  60466-2600 

Newsletter FEBRUARY   Issue 

 

Return Service Requested 

 Visit us on the web @ www.uuccpf.org 

Church Information     Office  Administrator 
70 Sycamore Drive                Evelia Lopez            
Park Forest, IL  60466       Office Hours: 
PHONE:  708-481-5339                             Monday ï Friday 
E-Mail   :  admin@uuccpf.org                    9am ï 1pm 
     Web  :  www.uuccpf.org      

            (Please note from time to time some office hours vary) 

 

Newsletter Deadline for February  is:  February 24th  
 

*You can help save a tree and a stamp by simply picking up your  
newsletter or receiving it electronically via email.   


